Slater determinants built from the single-particle wave functions of the analytically solvable Ginocchio potential are used to approximate the selfconsistent Hartree-Fock solutions for the ground states of nuclei. The results indicate that the Ginocchio potential provides a good parametrization of the nuclear mean field for a wide range of nuclei, including those at the limit of particle stability.
a radial extent and a surface diffuseness, allowing a greater flexibility than the single length parameter of the harmonic oscillator. This greater flexibility, however, occurs at the cost of analyticity.
With the advent of experimental facilities that accelerate radioactive species [2] , the need for a flexible parametrization of the nuclear mean field becomes all the more pressing.
Indeed, with so many more nuclei available for experimental detection a wider variety in the mean-field potential is expected. Much work is currently in progress to develop appropriate theoretical tools for describing nuclei up to the line of particle stability. In light nuclei, extensions of traditional shell-model techniques have confirmed the necessity to modify the single-particle shell-model potential when dealing with nuclei far from stability [3] . In heavier nuclei, the principal developments so far have been in the context of mean-field theory [4] and the use of shell-model techniques [5] will likewise require renewed consideration of an appropriate shell-model potential. Ideally, it should be chosen so as to properly reflect the self-consistent single-particle potential felt by each nucleon, including those modifications that are expected for very weakly bound nucleons near the nuclear surface. Already, some work aimed at analyzing the local equivalent of the full Hartree-Fock (HF) potential in nuclei with a large neutron excess suggests that the potential develops an increasingly large diffuseness as the neutron excess grows [6, 7] . Clearly, such phenomena elude a shell-model description based on a harmonic-oscillator potential.
Some time ago, an analytically solvable potential depending on several parameters was introduced by Ginocchio [8] . For certain combinations of these parameters, this potential mimics the usual Woods-Saxon potential with a small diffuseness as occurs in nuclei in the valley of stability. For other parameter combinations, it admits very different shapes, in some cases reducing to the highly diffuse Pöschl-Teller potential familiar in molecular physics. Because of this versatility, the Ginocchio potential may be a useful approximation to the spherical single-particle shell-model potential of nuclei close to as well as far from stability.
In this Letter, we study the possible usefulness of the Ginocchio potential in nuclear structure physics. More specifically, we ask the question: Does a Slater determinant built from the single-particle eigenstates of this potential-with the parameters chosen variationallyreproduce the properties of a self-consistent Hartree-Fock (SCHF) calculation? For the sake of terminology, we refer to this variational procedure to generate the optimum potential as the Ginocchio-Hartree-Fock (GHF) procedure; we also compare its results to a variational procedure (called the harmonic-oscillator Hartree-Fock or HOHF) defined similarly but with reference to harmonic-oscillator single-particle states. This analysis is carried out using a Skyrme hamiltonian and for a representative set of doubly-magic nuclei, including nuclei both within and outside the traditional valley of stability. The comparisons include such key nuclear characteristics as binding energies, density distributions, and rms radii.
The main features of the SCHF theory based on Skyrme-type effective forces are well known [9, 10] . The total HF energy, taken as an expectation value of the nuclear HamiltonianĤ over a trial Slater determinant, involves a sum of a Skyrme energy density E Sky and a Coulomb energy density E Coul . The Skyrme energy density is expressed for spherical even-even nuclei in terms of local nucleon densities, kinetic energy densities, and spin-orbit densities, all defined in terms of the variational single-particle states used to build the Slater determinant. The Coulomb energy density, which depends on the local proton density, contains both a direct and an exchange term, the latter usually taken in Slater approximation.
To set the stage for a discussion of the GHF procedure, it is useful to make a few brief remarks about the Ginocchio potential [8] . The potential involves four parameters, s, λ, a, and ν, which are associated to different geometrical features. Thus, s is the 'scaling parameter', λ is the 'shape parameter', a is the 'effective mass parameter' and ν is the 'depth parameter'.
In general, each 'lj shell' of the Ginocchio potential may have its own set of parameters s, λ, a, and ν, which furthermore may be different for neutrons and protons. For any such choice of the parameters, the potential is analytically solvable. Formulae for its eigenenergies and corresponding eigenvectors are detailed in Ref. [8] and will not be repeated here.
For a variational procedure to be useful, it should not have too many parameters. Thus, while the full parameter flexibility of the Ginocchio potential may be a benefit in some regards, it is a hindrance for our purposes and a limitation in the number of parameters is essential. We will present results of calculations with two sets of variational parameters:
(1) In the calculations denoted G4, we assume the four parameters, s, λ, a, and ν, to be entirely global, with the same values for all neutron and proton single-particle states; (2) More detailed calculations (denoted G8) are for an eight-parameter potential in which we allow distinct parameters for neutrons and protons.
With this as background, the GHF procedure involves (a) evaluating the expectation value of the (Skyrme-type) nuclear Hamiltonian over a Slater determinant built from the Ginocchio single-particle eigenstates as a function of the parameters of the potential (four for G4 and eight for G8), and then (b) minimizing this energy functional with respect to its parameters.
The HOHF procedure is formulated in the same way, the only difference being that the trial Slater determinants are constructed from harmonic-oscillator single-particle wave functions. The energy functional is then minimized with respect to two parameters, the harmonic-oscillator length parameters for neutrons α n and for protons α p . [9] . Finally, as in the earliest calculations based on the SI force [9] , we omitted the exchange contribution to E Coul .
Our results for ground-state energies are given in Table I . A few observations are in order.
(1) The GHF ground-state energies are lower than those of HOHF, indicating that the Ginocchio wave functions are better in the variational sense than the harmonic-oscillator wave functions. This is not very surprising since the Ginocchio potential (even in the case G4) contains more parameters. The same remark applies when comparing the different calculations based on the Ginocchio potential, namely that the ground-state energies are lower in G8 than in G4. As expected, the SCHF ground-state energies are lower than those in GHF and HOHF because of the variational nature of the calculations. (2) For N = Z nuclei, there is no significant difference between the G4, and G8 energies. In nuclei with a substantial neutron excess, however, the G8 calculation is clearly superior. This is also evident from the parameters found in G8 (see Table II parametrization of the Ginocchio potential. We make the following observations: (1) The GHF and SCHF densities agree almost perfectly in the surface region. The main reason is that the Ginocchio wave functions have an appropriate exponential fall off, as shown in [8] .
In contrast, as is also evident from Fig. 1 , the Gaussian asymptotic behavior of harmonicoscillator wave functions leads to significant deviations in the HOHF surface density from that in SCHF. This observation also explains the nice GHF results for binding energies and rms radii. Since the densities and energy densities are weighted by r 2 dr, the main contribution to these nuclear characteristics comes from the nuclear surface, where GHF is evidently superior to HOHF. The fact that the GHF procedure reproduces nuclear properties in the surface region so accurately suggests that the single-particle wave functions so obtained should be especially suitable in shell-model studies. (2) The HOHF and GHF densities differ significantly from the SCHF results at small r, namely in the region of density shell oscillations. Both HOHF and GHF exhibit oscillations at small r that are too large -the former more so than the latter -especially for heavier nuclei. An improvement in the GHF local densities at small r might perhaps be achieved by permitting different ν parameters for single-particle states with j = l + In the future, we plan to look into the possible use of more realistic effective hamiltonians, including both improved zero-range interactions of the Skyrme type [4] as well as finite-range interactions [11] . When dealing with finite-range interactions, the self-consistent HF potential is difficult to cast in local form, so that our procedure may turn out to be particularly useful there. In that context, the connection of our approach to recent work of relevance to atomic clusters [12] should be noted. Eventually, we would like to apply these methods to (spherical) open-shell nuclei as well, where it will be necessary to include BCS pairing correlations. We should, of course, include the exchange contribution to the Coulomb energy in fully realistic applications. Finally, we also plan to investigate the relation between our
proposed GHF method and the Extended Thomas Fermi approximation [13] .
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